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the peace of the country was involved, and in which
political feeling ran high, the consequences might
have been most serious. The Regulations are now
almost entirely swept away by more modern legis-
lation.

3.   The Acts of the Governor-General in Council
form by far the most important branch of the Indian
Statute-Book.    They are, in fact, the working statute
law of the land.     The great object of legislation
during Lord Mayo's tenure of office, as well as during
the tenure of office of his predecessors for many years
past, but especially since the  Mutiny, has been to
make the statute-book at once as short and as complete
as they could, so as to have, if possible, only one Act
on each subject, and to pass no Acts which were not
really required for the government of the country
according to the principles laid down above.

4.  The acts of the Legislatures of Bengal, Madras,
and  Bombay,  are for the most part  of  compara-
tively little importance, though this is not true of
such of them as relate to Land Revenue and Local
Taxation.    I need not, however, dwell upon them, as
their general character differs from that of the Acts of
the Governor-General only in the circumstance that
they are, generally speaking, of less interest    I may
sum up this introductory statement by saying, that the
most important part of Indian legislation is that which
is contained in the Acts of the Governor-General in
Council, that the objects of its authors have been to
make it at once short, simple, and complete, and that
the leading idea which has pervaded the whole of